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Teesdale  Mercury  Press,  Barnard  Castle.  Tel.  45. 


Barnard  Cattle 
Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


For  the  Year  1946 


Barnard  Castle  Rural  District  Council. 


Health  Department, 

45,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Ch  airmail,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  lleport  for  the 
year  1946. 

During  the  year  comprehensive  schemes  were  adopted 
by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of  water  supplies  and 
sewage  disposal  throughout  the  area.  Progress  was  made  in 
the  housing  programme. 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever  during  the  year,  and  there  was  an  increase  also  in  the 
number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified.  In  other  respects 
the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  remained  low. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  Birth  Pate  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  and  this  corresponds  with  a marked  increase 
in  the  rate  throughout  the  country. 

I arn  again  indebted  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and 
to  the  Officials  for  support  and  assistance  in  matters  relating 
to  my  Department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  PALEY, 


Medical  Officer  of'  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS^ 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JOHN  G.  PALEY,  m.h.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (Academic  Lond.). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

JOHN  GEORGE  MIDDLETON,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector : 

J.  LAWRENCE  KELL,  A.R.S.I  , m.S.t.a. 

Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Department: 
MISS  ROSEMARY  WAUGH. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (acres) — 110,069. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  m id-1945 
—16,430. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £260. 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone 
quarrying. 


I am  indebted  to  the  Regional  Controller,  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  National  Service,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  the 
following  statistics  and  notes  on  industrial  conditions  in  the 


area. 


Industrial  Analysis  of  Persons  Insured  against  Unemployment 

at  July,  1946. 


COCKFIELD  M1DDLETON-IN  CAINFORD 
T FES DALE 


INDUSTRY 

Insured 

Persons 

Per  cent 
of  Total 

Insured 

Persons 

Per  cent 
o Total 

I in  uied 
Pci  sons 

Percent 
of  Tota 

Coalmining  

885 

47.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stone  Quarrying 
ancl  Mining 

..  ...  30 

1.6 

134 

22,3 

49 

8.8 

Barytes  and  certain 
other  Mining  ... 





104 

17.3 



Farming,  Stoc-kreai  in 
and  Forestry 

O’ 

156 

8.4 

7S 

13.0 

195 

53.0 

Distributive  Trades 

99 

5.3 

53 

8.8 

18 

3.2 

Other  Industries 

...  69d 

37.1 

13:1 

38.6 

195 

35.0 

Total  ...  ...  

...  ••  186(1 

100.0 

601 

100.0 

557 

100.0 

N.B. — Figures  for 

barytes  minio 

g are 

not  extracted  separately, 

but  it  appears  probable  that  the  104  persons  shown  above 
are  all,  in  fad.  workers  in  barytes  mining. 


With  regard  to  the  industrial  development  and  avail- 
ability of  labour  in  tire  three  areas  included  in  the  st  dement, 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  main  need  is  for  more  female  employ- 
ing industry  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  and  Grainford  in  order 
to  bring  the  level  of  this  type  of  employment  up  to  that  of  the 
country  as  a whole.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  potential  supply 
of  labour  available  at  C'ockfield  would  be  wholly  absorbed  by 
the  new  projects  which  have  been  approved  for  location  at 
West  Auckland. 

So  far  as  male  labour  is  concerned,  it  is  considered  that 
the  approved  new  development  for  the  C'ockfield  area  will  be 
adequate  to  absorb  ultimately  such  labour  as  is  available 
there.  At  Middleton-in-Teesdale  and  Gfainford  there  ’s  a need 
for  some  small  expansion  of  industry,  though  on  loth  April, 
1947,  the  number  of  men  registered  as  unemployed  in  the  two 
areas  combined  was  only  35. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 

Total  Male  Female 

Ltve-Births.  Legitimate  1 „ Q | 303  150  153 

Illegitimate  J ’ ' J 15  0 9 

Live-Birth  Rate — 19.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  19.1  and  for  148 
smaller  towns  (Resident  Populations  25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census)  21.3. 


Total  Male  Female 

Still-Births.  Legitimate  ) Q f Leg.  7 3 4 

Illegitimate  ) ' i llleg.  1 — 1 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — 0.49. 
Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 0.53  and  for  148 
Small  Towns — 0.59. 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths.  229  108  121 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population — 13.9. 

For  England  and  Wales — 11.5. 

For  148  Smaller  Towns — 11.7. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female 
11  9 

11  7 

— 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 62 

England  and  Wales  43 

148  Smaller  Towns  37 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  59 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  133 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  2 

Death  Rate  6.3 

England  and  Wales  4.4 


Causes  of  Death.  Male. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ...  0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  0 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Diphtheria  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 0 

Kyphilitis  Diseases  0 

Influenza  3 

Measles  0 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  0 
Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  ...  0 


Female. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 


2 2 


0 0 

2 5 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 


Cancer  (all  types)  ....  

11 

15 

•26 

Diabetes  

0 

1 

1 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

14 

17 

31 

Heart  Disease  

37 

40 

7 i 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

6 

9 

Bronchitis  

3 

7 

10 

Pneumonia  

4 

3 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  

0 

0 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

0 

3 

3 

Nephritis  

0 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0 

0 

6 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

0 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

G 

1 

7 

Suicide  

2 

0 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

0 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  

4 

2 

6 

All  other  causes  

14 

16 

30 

108 

121 

229 

Genera!  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Labor  atob y Facilities  . 

As  in  former  years,  laboratory  work  to  assist  practi- 
tioners in  the  diagnosis  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever, 
tuberculosis,  and  venereal  diseases,  etc.,  was  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newoastle-on- 

Tyne. 


These  services  are  now  provided  by  a .Joint  Committee, 
representing  the  County  Council  of'  Durham,  the  City  of 
Newcastle  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead  and  Tyne- 
mouth. 


Ambulance  F a cili ties . 

There  is  one  ambulance  at  Randolph  Colliery,  Even- 
wood.  This  is  available  to  subscribers  and  their  families,  but 
permission  is  granted  by  the  Company  for  its  use  by  non- 
subscribers in  urgent  cases.  An  ambulance  stationed  at 
Middletpn-in-Teesdale,  and  owned  by  the  local  branch  of  ihe 


St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  is  available  to  subscribers,  and 
to  non-subscribers  at  an  additional  fee.  There  is  also  an 
ambulance  for  the  use  of  contributors  under  the  Darlington 
Memorial  Hospital  Contributory  Scheme.  Ambulances  are 
available  for  infectious  fever  cases.  Ambulance  facilities  in 
the  district  are  inadequate,  particularly  in  the  Stainton,  Stain- 
drop,  Winston,  and  Gainford  Districts.  The  modern,  well- 
equipped  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban 
District  Council,  is,  however,  available  on  a private  basis,  for 
use  in  any  part  of  the  Rural  District  in  urgent  cases,  and 
during  the  past  year  the  services  of  the  ambulance  have  been 
used  on  a number  of  occasions  in  the  Middleton-in-Teesdale, 
Staindrop  and  Gainford  areas. 


Home  Nursing. 

There  are  six  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area, 
at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Evenwood  and  Ramshaw,  Gain- 
ford, Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop.  These  are  voluntary 
organisations  working  in  conjunction  with  and  assisted  by  the 
County  Council.  Services  provided  include  Midwifery  and 
Maternity,  Medical  and  Surgical.  Several  parishes  are 
included  in  Nursing  Associations  outside  the  Council's  area  : 
— Egglestone  by  the  Egglestone.  Romaldkirk  and  Mickleton 
D.N.A. ; and  Stainton,  Westwick  and  Marwood  by  the  Bar- 
nard Castle  and  Startforth  D.N.A. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale, Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and 
Butterknowle  County  School.  Weekly  sessions  are  held  at 
these  clinics  and  a doctor  attends  at  fortnightly  intervals  at 
the  Evenwood  Clinic. 


Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  seat  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  Auckland, 
Shildon  and  Willington  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The  Marwood 
Hospital,  which  is  situated  in  this  area,  has  been  closed 
throughout  the  year,  owing  to  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 
There  are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


1.  WATER . Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board 
aud  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  were  satisfactory  hoth 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  These  undertakings  supply 
the  greater  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  parts  of  the 
district.  Systematic  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  under  the  control  of  these  undertakings  are  made. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  examinations  were 
made  of  the  following  water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Coun- 
cil — viz:  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Cockfield,  Newbiggin  and 
Woodland,  and  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Water  Shortage. 

No  shortages  occurred  during  the  year  in  any  part  of 
the  area. 

Proposed  New  Undertakings. 

A scheme  for  a new  water  supply  to  the  Upper  Teesdale 
Area  has  been  proposed  by  the  Council.  From  the  source  at 
Ashgill  Head  (1,800  ft.  O.D.')  the  water  will  be  conveyed  in  a 
7-inch  diameter  pipe  down  the  main  Alston-Middleton  road  to 
a reservoir  of  100,000  gallons  capacity,  to  be  constructed  at  a 
point  about  two  miles  south-east  of  Ashgill  Head.  From 
thence  the  water,  after  treatment,  will  be  conveyed  to  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale  Reservoir.  Break  pressure  tanks  and/or 
pressure  reducing  valves  will  be  provided  at  intervals  along 
the  main.  An  extension  will  be  made  from  the  Middleton 
Reservoir  as  far  as  the  village  of  Egglestone,  to  supply  exist- 
ing properties  within  this  area. 

Hilton  and  Wackf.rfielp. 

It  is  proposed  that  water  be  obtained  in  bulk  from  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board,  extensions  to  be  made  from  their 
existing  mains  in  the  parish  of  Ingleton. 

Cock  field. 

Extensions  to  the  Cockfield  supply  are  also  proposed  to 
include  new  sources  of  supply,  increased  storage,  and  the  lay- 
ing of  duplicate  mains. 

Following  a Public  Inquiry  held  in  October  by 
an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  these  proposals  were 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


Particulars  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 


Number  of  House  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains 

Parish  Present  listi-  Total  Number 


mated  Population 

of  Hou«e 

s (a) 

Direct  to  House 

(hi 

1'v  sumd-pipe 

Evenwood  

4000 

1117 

1066 

8 

Hamsterley  

300 

120 

72 

1 

Lynesack  & Softley 

2000 

570 

527 

6 

South  Bedburn 

270 

66 

Nil 

Nil 

Etherley  

1200 

345 

295 

2 

Woodland  

420 

120 

114 

3 

pleatlam  

90 

28 

24 

Nil 

Gainford  

900 

232 

204 

11 

Ileadlam  

75 

25 

23 

Nil 

Langton  

100 

22 

19 

1 

Ingleton  

270 

96 

70 

10 

Staindrop  

1100 

348 

286 

23 

Westwick  

55 

21 

16 

Nil 

Whorlton  

210 

63 

42 

Nil 

Winston  

400 

120 

105 

1 

Morton  Tinmouth  ... 

25 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Langleydale  & Shotton 

150 

35 

11 

Nil 

Marwood  

320 

89 

31 

Nil 

Rally  & Keverstone 

220 

57 

6 

13 

Bolam  

90 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Hilton  

80 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Streatlam  & Stainton 

210 

72 

54 

Nil 

Cockfield  

2000 

601 

591 

9 

Egglestone  

380 

169 

Nil 

Nil 

Forest  & Frith 

440 

118 

22 

3 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

1500 

536 

446 

58 

Newbiggin  

270 

83 

17 

30 

Wackerfiehl 

130 

28 

20 

6 

NOTE. — In  a few  cases  1 lie  figures  in  column  (li)  include  taps 
fitted  in  wash-houses,  dairies,  and  in  one  case  in  a 
cellar. 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Schemes  for  improvement  embracing  the  whole  area 
were  proposed  by  the  Council  and  considered  at  a Public 
Inquiry  li  eld  by  an  inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
November. 


New  Works. 


Entirely  new  works  are  proposed  for  the  parishes  of 
Eldest  one,  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Sta indrop,  Whorlton, 
Winston,  Ingleton,  and  Gainford. 

Improvements  and  extensions  are  proposed  in  the  fol- 
lowin')' parishes: — Etherley  (Toft  Hill),  Hamsterley,  Even- 
wood  and  Barony  (New  Moors  and  Evenwoocf  Gate),  Esperley 
and  Lands,  Streatlam  and  Stainton,  Lynesack  and  Softley 
(Grewlmrn) . 

CoCIvFIELD. 

Additional  tanks  and  filters  and  an  increase  in  the  area 
of  sludg’e  drying  beds. 

Evenwood  and  Barony  (C’opei-and  Bow, 

This  area,  which  is  not  at  present  sewered,  is  to  be  laid 
with  new  sewers  along  the  full  length  of  the  Row,  and  to  enter 
the  existing  Evenwood  sewers 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  No  further  matter  arose 
dining  the  year  for  consideration  by  the  Council  in  regard  to 
pollution  of  the  River  Tees. 

4.  PRIVY  CONVERSIONS.  A total  of  37  applications  for 
grants  for  privy  conversions  were  made  and  approved  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  The  greater  part  of  the  area  is 
covered  by  direct  labour.  Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  Motor 
Vehicles.  One  small  area  of  19  houses,  which  is  not  suitable 
for  motor  transport,  is  let  by  contract.  One  new  scavenging 
vehicle  ( Karri er-Bantam)  was  delivered  during  the  year.  A 
Ford  motor  truck  was  received  on  loan  from  the  Durham 
County  Council. 

Number  of  Wagons — 7. 

Number  of  full-time  employees: 


Foreman  

1 

Fillers  

7 

Drivers  

6 

14 

Number  of  Garages — 5 (2  owned  by  the  Council, 

3 rented ) . 

Scavenging  Areas — 6. 

Total  number  of  cleansings  carried  out  during  the  year  168,268 

Total  number  of  loads  carried  4,164 

Estimated  mileage  run  by  vehicles  25,074 


Owing  to  the  shortage  of  garage  accommodation,  two 
vehicles  have  had  to  stand  out  in  all  weathers,  thus  causing 
unnecessary  deterioration  in  the  vehicles.  In  addition,  until 
recently,  shortage  in  the  number  of  vehicles  has  meant  that 
these  could  not  be  taken  off  duty  in  order  to  undergo  necessary 
repairs  and  renewals.  Difficulty  in  obtaining  new  items  of 
equipment,  such  as  tyres,  has  added  to  the  problems  of 
maintenance. 

6.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.  Following 
is  a Summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year: — 


1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 


Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools : 


Foul  Conditions 

Structural  Defects  

Overcrowding  

Lodging-houses  

Dairies  and  Milkshops  

Cowsheds  

Bakehouses  

Slaughter-houses  

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  .. 

Waterclosets  

Defective  Yard  Paving  

House  Drainage : 

Defective  Taps  ...  

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

Other  Faults  

Water  Supply 

Pigsties  

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Offensive  Trades  

Smoke  Nuisances  

Other  Nuisances  

Closet  Accommodation  

Rats  and  Mice  


3 

11 


25 

26 


6 

31 

9 


19 


1 

3 


o 


25 


79 


2 

11 


24 

23 


6 

27 

9 


Totals  ...  198 


181 


II.  WATER,  FOOD  AN1)  DRUGS. 


No. 

3 

1 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  

,,  ,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
, , ,,  found  Adulterated  

111.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE. 

Lots  of'  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  34 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  34 

Schools  do.  do.  ...  — 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things  — 
Convictions  for  do.  do.  do.  ...  — 


IY.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year  18 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  Year 12 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets — 

Do.  do.  Water-closets  — 

Ash-closets  do.  do.  26 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  1,969 

Do.  Ash-closets  do.  3,403 

Do.  Ash-pit  privies  do.  23 

Do.  Pail  Closets  100 

Do.  Chemical  Closets  9 


Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 


Classification.  No.  of  visits. 

A.  GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Drainage  91 

Water  Supply  35 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  523 

Rats  and  Mice  IT 

Miscellaneous  326 

B.  HOUSING. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected 24 

Visits  to  above  Houses  135 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  2011 

Visits  to  above  Houses  138 

Verminous  Premises. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  3 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  4 


C.  ] INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


44 


D.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Cowsheds  123 

M iscellaneous  31 

Total  ...  3,005 

7.  DISINFESTATION,  (hie  house  was  disinfested  for 
fleas.  Complaints  were  made  dnring  the  year  of  nuisances 
caused  by  houseflies  in  a chapel.  The  chapel  was  successfully 
treated  with  water  mixed  with  D.D.T.  solution. 

8.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937.  A register  of'  premises  situated 
in  the  area,  and  coming  within  the  definition  of  the  Act,  is  in 
process  of  completion.  During  the  year,  certain  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  these  premises  but  these  visits  have 
not  been  specified  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

HOUSING. 

Distribution  of  Houses  already  sanctioned  for  the  Area. 

No.  of 


Parish.  Houses  Allocated. 

Evenwood  45 

Cockfield.  50 

Middleton  34 

Etherley  16 

Staindrop  with  Cleatlam,  llaby  and  Langleydale  25 

Gainford  with  Ileadlam  10 

Ingleton  with  Wackerfield,  Langton,  Bolam, 

Hilton  and  Morton  Tinmouth  6 

Hamster] ey,  with  South  Bedburn  6 

Lynesack  and  Softlev  12 


Total  ...  204 


During  the  year  under  review  progress  was  made  in 
the  Council's  building  programme,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
a total  of  18  houses  was  completed  (Butterknowle  4.  Copley 
8,  Hamsterley  6). 

The  number  of  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of 
the  year  amounted  to  48  (Etherley  16,  Evenwood  26,  aud 
Staindrop  6). 

Building  layouts  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  for  the  proposed  schemes  at  Middleton,  Staindrop  and 
Ingleton. 


Futuhk  Housing  Requirements. 


The  recent  provisional  housing-  survey  showed  that  at 
least  500  houses  are  considered  unfit  for  human  occupation. 
Of  these,  48  were  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  before  the  war. 
These  'figures  give  some  indication  of  the  future  housing  needs 
of  the  area.  In  addition,  the  overcrowding  survey  now  being 
carried  out.  will  afford  additional  information.  Many  more 
houses  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  and  it  is  an  unfortunate  fact 
that  these  will  deteriorate  still  further  during  the  next  few 
years,  if  shortages  of  labour  and  materials  continue. 

Post-war  industrial  developments  in  the  Council’s  area 
will  no  doubt,  if  they  materialise,  influence  any  future  build- 
ing programmes.  At  the  present  time  it  is  understood  there 
are  schemes  under  consideration  for  the  construction  of  new 
factories  and  coke  ovens  at  Evenwood,  and  that  boring  for 
opencast  coal  may  be  carried  out  in  this  area. 

Houses  are  needed  also  for  agricultural  workers,  parti- 
cularly in  the  eastern  part  of  the  area,  where  53  per  cent,  of 
the  insured  workers  are  engaged  in  agriculture. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  98  pro- 
ducers holding  designated  licences,  an  increase  of  15  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

T.T.  Milk  Licence  to  produce  and  bottle fi 

T.T.  Milk  Licence  to  produce  only  47 

Accredited  Milk  Licence  to  produce  and  bottle 8 

Accredited  Milk  Licence  to  produce  only 37 

Total  ...  98 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Milk  supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the  \gricul- 
tural  Department,  King's  College.  Xewcastle-upon-Tyne. 

FOOD.  There  were  no  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  made, 
but  numerous  articles  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit 


MEAT.  A Veterinary  Surgeon  has  been  appointed  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924.  A grant  is  made 
towards  his  salary  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Slaughtering. 

There  is  a centralised  Slaughter  House,  situated  in 
Barnard  Castle  and  serving  three  districts,  viz.,  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Startforth  Rural 
District. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MEAT 
INSPECTOR  DURING  THE  YEAR, 

Inspected.  Weight  Condemned 


Cattle 

1403 

Beef  lbs.) 

...  17455 

Calves 

282 

Veal  (lbs.) 

...  1207 

Sheep 

5678 

Mutton  (lbs.) 

1025 

Digs  ...  . 

40 

Pork  (lbs.) 

966 

7,403 

20,653 

Corned  Beef 

(lbs.)  

141,435 

691 J 

Offal  weight 

condemned 

(lbs.) 

...  128S9 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year, 
hut  in  one  of  these,  the  diagnosis  was  not  subsequently  con- 
firmed. Of  the  three  cases  occurring,  only  two  of  these  were 
children  under  15  years.  Neither  of  these  two  children  had 
been  previously  immunised.  The  notification  rate  was  0.24 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  a rate  of  0.28  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  response  to  immunisation  continues  to  be  satis- 
factory, but  there  is  room  for  considerable  improvement  in 
the  numbers  of  children  in  the  younger  age  groups.  In  a large 
and  scattered  Rural  District  the  co-operation  of  the  medical 
practitioners  is  essential  in  maintaining  a high  level  of 
immunisations.  Responsibility  for  the  provision  of  facilities 
for  immunisation  of  children  under  5 years  has  now  been 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  private  practitioner 
scheme  remains  in  force,  and  in  this  District  co-operation  of 
the  practitioners  has  been  of  great  value.  In  addition,  the 
work  of  the  County  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses,  both 
in  advice  and  propaganda,  has  been  helpful. 

DIPHTHERIA— Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946 

21  17  13  6 3 4 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Age  at  date  of  Total 
Annual  lleturn  for  12  months,  Final  Injection.  Coder 

ending  31st  December,  1946.  0-4  years.  5-14  years.  15 

Number  of  Children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  immunisation  in  the 
Authority’s  area  during  the  above  12 

months  159  75  234 


IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD 
POPULATION. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 
Immunisation  up  to  31st  December,  1946. 


Age  at  31/12/46  Under  1 

i.e.  Born  in  year  1946 

Number  Immunised  1 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

1946 


12  3 4 

J945  1944  1943  1942 

75  122  98  108 
1.360 


5 to  9 10  to  14  Total 

1937-1941  1932-1936  Under  15 
746  812  ] ,962 

2,520  3,880 


o-4  years.  5-14  years. 
Percentage  of  child  population  who  have 
completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  29  p.c.  61  p.c. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  notified  during  the  year,  the  rate  being  1.95  per  1,660 
of  the  population  compared  with  a rate  of  1.19  for  the  previous 
year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.38  per  1,660 
population.  In  March  5 cases  occurred  in  different  families 
in  the  Cockfield  area  within  a week.  Investigations  were  made 
into  the  milk  supplies,  but  these  were  different  in  every  case, 
and  no  evidence  could  be  found  as  to  infection  from  these 
sources.  There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  rate  for  measles  was  3.23  per  1.006  of  the  popula- 
tion compared  with  3.92  for  England  and  'Wales,  and  for 
whooping  cough  6.55  per  1 ,660  of  the  population  compared 
with  2.28  for  England  and  Wales. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Admitted 

Diagnosis 

Total 

to  Hospital. 

Not  confirmed. 

Cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  32 

28 

— 

32 

Diphtheria 

...  4 

4 

1 

Q 

•) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

— 

— 

1 

Ac.  P.  Pneumonia 

...  16 

— 

— 

10 

Ophthalmia 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

...  53 

— 

1 

52 

Whooping  Cough 

...  9 

— 

— 

9 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Non-Civilian. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  4 

4 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups, 


I uder 

I 

Year 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  0 

Diphtheria  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0 
Erysipelas  ...  0 

Ac.  P.  Pneumonia  0 
Measles  ...  1 

Pertussis  ...  2 

C.S.M.  ...  0 


J 3 5 10 

to  to  to  to 

3 5 10  25 

0 6 8 15 

1 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

1 0 1 0 

5 14  27  4 

4 110 

0 0 0 0 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


25  45  65  Aye 

to  to  & 111- 

45  65  over  known 

2  10  0 

10  0 0 

10  0 0 

0 0 10 
3 2 0 

10  0 0 

1 0 0 0 

0 0 1 0 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations. 
192o,  as  no  person  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  was  notified  as 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  (Form  A)  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory. 
M F ' M F' 

Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory. 
M F M F ' 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

4 

1 

15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25 

2 

2 

35 

1 

1 

2 

45 

1 

55 

65  and  upwards 

Totals 

5 

4 

5 

6 

10  0 2 

